FOUR       TALES        BY       Z   E   L   I   D   E

offered to you. At the time of her marriage you
will be spoken of, and it will be felt what an
advantage it would be to the princess who could
attach to her service a woman of your merit, dis-
cieet without prudery, equally sincere and polite,
modest, although full of talent. I wonder though
if that be indeed the case! I have always thought
that such diversity of merits only existed on paper,
where words never dispute, whatever contradic-
tions they may hold. Discreet and not prudish!
It is certain that you are not prudish: I have
always seen you very discreet; but have I always
seen you? Have you narrated to me the history of
every moment of your life? A peife&ly discreet
woman muSt be a prude; at IcaSt I think so.
However, we will not dwell on that. Sincere and
polite I You arc not as sincere as it would be
possible to be, since you are polite; nor perfectly
polite, since you are sincere; and you are only both
simultaneously because you are but middlingly
either. But enough I It is not you whom I am
blaming; I had need only of a vent to my feelings.
My daughter's guardians plague me about her
education; they tell me and write to me that a
young girl should acquire the accomplishments
which please the world, without caring to please.
And where, in heaven's name, is she to find
patience and perseverance for her harpsichord
lessons if she is indifferent to pleasing? They
desire her to be both frank and reserved, What is
the meaning of that? They wish her to fear
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